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are religious or ethical ideas. But there is
a class of thoughts which belong precisely to
none of these things, but which are con-
cerned with the perception of beauty, in
forms and colours, musical sounds, human
faces and limbs, words majestic or sweet;
and this sense of beauty may go further,
and may be discerned in qualities, regarded
not from the point of view of their Tightness
and justice, but according as they are fine
and noble, evoking our admiration and our
desire ; and these are poetical ideas.

It is not of course possible exactly to
classify ideas, because there is a great over-
lapping of them and a wide interchange.
The thought of the slow progress of man
from something rude and beastlike, the
statement of the astronomer about the
swarms of worlds swimming in space, may
awaken the sense of poetry which is in its
essence the sense of wonder. I shall not at-
tempt in these few pages to limit and define
the sense of poetry. I shall merely attempt
to describe the kind of effect it has or may
have in life, what our relation is or may be
to it, what claim it may be said to have upon
us, whether we can practise, it, and whether
we ought to do so.